Report
on
two days training program on
“Empowering Agriculture: Cultivating Knowledge through IPM Training"
by the
Department Of Agriculture, IIAST, Integral University

A Two-Day Integrated Pest Management (IPM) Training Program was organized by the
Department Of Agriculture, 11AST, Integral University in collaboration with Central Integrated
Pest Management Centre (CIPMC), Lucknow on 1% and 2" September 2023. The training
program was designed to educate farmers about the principles of IPM and promote sustainable
and eco-friendly Agricultural practices.

The primary objective of the training program was to empower and educate participants with
comprehensive knowledge of IPM, covering pest identification, understanding pest biology, pest
behavior and various control methods including Cultural, Mechanical, Biological and Chemical
approaches. Additionally, the program emphasized the safe and judicious use of pesticides as per
label claims.

The training program featured experienced and knowledgeable speakers who delivered insightful
presentations on a range of topics related to IPM. The Two day training program began with the
address of Prof. Saba Siddiqui, Head, Department of Agriculture, IIAST, Integral University.
She welcomed the guests, speakers and participants. Dr. Gyan Prakash Singh, Joint Director,
CIPMC, Lucknow had discussed the concept, principles and tools of Integrated Pest
Management (IPM). He explained about IPM, its key principles and the various tools and
strategies used in IPM to manage pests in agriculture while minimizing the use of pesticides. Dr.
Rahul Sutar, Assistant Plant Protection Officer, CIPMC, Lucknow enlightened about the
significance and role of cultural practices in Integrated Pest Management (IPM). He talked about
various agricultural practices and techniques that can be employed to manage pests and diseases
in crops while reducing the reliance on chemical pesticides. Cultural practices often include
strategies like crop rotation, intercropping using pest-resistant varieties and implementing good
agricultural practices. Shree Shailesh Kumar, Plant Protection Officer, CIPMC, Lucknow
conducted a session on Pest Survey and Surveillance, where he has discussed methods and
strategies for monitoring and assessing pest populations in Agricultural settings. Dr.
Keshavamurthy G.M., Assistant Plant Protection Officer, CIPMC, Lucknow delivered a session
on the ill effects of pesticide residue on human health, highlighting the risks associated with
pesticide residues and their impact on human well-being. On the second day, Shree Shailesh
Kumar, Plant Protection Officer, CIPMC, Lucknow conducted a session on "Rodent
Management in field crops,” where he discussed the effective methods and strategies for
managing rodents in agricultural fields. Dr. Keshavamurthy G.M., Assistant Plant Protection
Officer, CIPMC, Lucknow conducted a session on the safe and judicious use of pesticides as per
label claims, focusing on best practices to minimize risks. He has conducted another session on



rodent management in field crops, discussing strategies to address rodent-related challenges. Dr.
Sudheendra Saunshi, Assistant Plant Protection Officer, CIPMC, Lucknow explained about the
role of bio-agents (beneficial organisms) in Integrated Pest Management (IPM), emphasizing the
use of natural enemies to control pests. Shree Dharm Raj Singh, Assistant Plant Protection
Officer, CIPMC, Lucknow conducted a session on the "Role of Mechanical Practices in IPM,"
where he had discussed the importance of mechanical practices, such as physical barriers or
traps, in Integrated Pest Management (IPM).

An exhibition was organized in the Department of Agriculture showcasing biological
management methods for various field insect- pest like Trichograma, Trichoderma (trichocard)
Corcyra egglaying cage, Verticilium lecani as well plant based insecticides like Azardiracta
based formulations. They also discussed methods for mechanical control of pests in crops,
including the use of pheromone traps, light traps, yellow and blue sticky traps. The IPM trainers’
team also conducted a visit to the agricultural farm of the university along with the farmers,
where they provided detailed information about the identification of natural enemies against
insect pest. They visited the guava orchard where experts demonstrated the use and benefits of
fruit fly traps for fruit fly management.

The training program successfully achieved the outcomes like: Deep Understanding of IPM,
Identification Skills, Diverse IPM Strategies, Mechanical and Biological Inputs and Cost
Reduction. Participants acquired a profound understanding of IPM principles and practices,
enabling them to implement sustainable pest management strategies. Participants developed the
ability to identify various insect pests and their natural enemies within different crop ecosystems,
enhancing their ability to make informed decisions. They gained proficiency in implementing
diverse IPM strategies, reducing their reliance on chemical pest control methods and promoting
environmentally friendly practices. There was a notable focus on the utilization of mechanical
and biological inputs for insect pest and disease management, contributing to long-term
sustainability. Participants also learned how to reduce the overall cost incurred in insect pest
management, leading to economic benefits. The training programme was attended by 40 farmers
and students of B.Sc.(Hons) Ag. and M.Sc. (Ag.) of Department of Agriculture, 11AST, Integral
University, Lucknow. The Training Program got huge coverage in media. The news regarding
training program were published in several English, Hindi and Urdu Newspapers and it was also
broadcasted on various news channels and social media platforms. The exceptional efforts of
Faculty Coordinators Dr. Ambreesh Singh Yadav, Dr. Salman Ahmad, Dr Usman Sayeed, Dr.
Sunil Kumar and Dr. Nitish played a crucial role in ensuring the smooth conduction and efficient
operation. The reports and Media coverage were coordinated by, Dr. Setu Ratnam, Dr. Akanksha
Singh and Dr. Pallavi Srivastava. The Program was observed under the guidance of Prof (Dr.)
Mohd. Haris Siddiqui, Dean, Faculty of Agricultural Science and Technology, Integral
University and Prof. Saba Siddiqui, Head, Department of Agriculture, 1IAST, Integral
University.



The active participation and engagement of all attendees were key factors in the program's
success. Participants demonstrated enthusiasm, a commitment to learning and a willingness to
apply the knowledge gained to their agricultural practices. Their questions, discussions and
feedback were invaluable contributions to the training.

Glimpse of the training program:
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